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| 2 a mach u ruin f Famuy cas 

wiſhid for, when the, Play bouſes (that to 

us huve been Nurſeries of Crime, 

'or-rdcher Univeriiticavt the Devil55as's 
- Werkhbavue, where all the: Manufatures of 
Hell arc propagated) put dawn, and for a 
Time, Sens gru0s, 6: de for ever, 


It has been ſome Ages that- we have 
mourn'd. for this happy Time; et all the 


Mots and Debaucheries, not the Lewdneſs 
of the Actings, not the worſe Lewdneſs of 


the Audience z not the wicked Rabbles al- 


of D 
| bring erf Fate Tpon them before. 
4 ggod Mau has Ingeed 


not the many Murthers 
about it, could eyer 


„ 
mple te ave gene- 
rally diſcourag d = Natiznal Vice. Le- 
veral Attempts have been made to reſtrain, 


reclaim, and alſo to puaiſh the Exorbitance 


of the $t Our Couctiers have 
been willing to ſuffer a Reformation of 


them, tho ar the ſame time they were loth 
to part with the deloyed Charm; the 


Symphony, form d det wee 


a Vice and vici- 
ous Inclinations, has been ſo ſtrong, that 
one could - not be touch d, but the other 
would ſound; the of the Age of 


thoſe Foſter · Fathers of their Vice Rill pre- 
vented 


wy 


e 
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ventedtheir being totally ſunks mayy a lame 
Pretencę they rais'd for their Preſervation— 


And thus they ſay'd them from Deftrugion 


in the Jaſt Reign, contrary to the firm Re- 
ſolution of the late King, which was ſeveral 
Times fix'd for their D:flolution. - 
Preſuming upon the Conqueſt they had 
made over their Fate, that the War firſt 
having diverted thatPrincefrom examining 
into the Miſchiefs of their Continuance, 
and Death having afterward put a Stop to 
their Fears; they not only liſted yp their 
Heads in the Beginning of this Reign, but 
had the Impudence to ſollicite the Nobi- 


lity and Gentry to * the Building 
a New Play-houſe, not qusſtioning, but as 
in'd among the 


many Subſcribers as they | 
Great Oaes. for the PLAY-HOUSE,- fo 
many Advocates they ſhould have with 
their Sovereign for the PLAYERS. 

And here by the way, I muſt note, and 
I am ſure I doit with a great Deal of Fuſt ice, 
That in the firſt two Years of Her Majeſty's 
Reign, when the Zigh-Flying Party had 
the Aſcendant over. our Councils, and 
High-Church Principles govern'd the Na- 
tion The Kingdom of Crime began 
with them; May-Poles and Play houſes 


grew up like Churches in the Reformation, 


and Vice began to thrive, as a conſtaot 
Contemporary with the Party— If any 
Man doubt the Truth of Fact, let him put 
me upon the Proof of it, when he pleaſes; 
and in the mean time let him but obſerve 
with me this one Thing, that there were 
more new May-poles eredted, and old ones 
re edify d in that one Year, than ever were 
in this Nation, fince Biſhop Laud's Refor- 
mation by the Book of Sports, the Year of 
the Reftoration excepted. This gives. 
Ground to the Story of an old Woman, 
who, having ſcen the Mufick and Dancing 
about one of their new May-poles on a 
Sunday, and remembering the Blefſed Time, 
when the Sabb»th-u3'd to be kept in that 
Manner by Authority, brake out in this 
moſt pious Ejaculation about it, GOOD 
LORD, Here's the old Religion come 
again 8 

This very Lear the Players took Heart; 
they ſaw their late Bleſſed King Villiam 
aud Queen D who were their Terror, 


both remov'd by Death; they ſaw the 
Higb-Church, who were always their 
Friends, got into the Adminiſtration; and ag 
they knew, dehauching the P--pl-s More's 
was always & Maxim of High Curch poli- 
ticks, that Tyranny and Vice ere a'ways 
Brethren and Aſſiſtants to one another, „d 
that Liberty was the Friend sd Foundation 
of Reformation, they mad nc double, Hut 
as long as High-Church kot heir Pri, 
they ſhould flourii —— +: +. e with 
this Confidence, they deus g 
enlarg'd thæi Terricot ie, cac-- , rcic 
Numbers, and built chric new Play. houſe 
at the Hay- Mar 
But, GOD 


3 
Fi 


b 3 
0 Pes 


prais'd, Temporg mutantur, 


and the Players may ſav the reft, the Times 


are chang'd. . High-Church is faden, and all 
the Encouragements to Vice are fallen with 
them. Her Majcfty having dethron'd the 
Party, and according t) her own conftant 
Example, beſug deſirous to briog all her 
Subjects to the ſtricteſt Rules of 


| Verge, 

efty, and A Chriftian Behaviour ——- 
Theſe Nutte of Crime bare | 
brought into Remem | before ber 
Majeſty, 4s in my left Now they 


tell us, they are ſuſpended but for a Time, 


during the Weight of the War, and while 


the conftant Courſe of our National Devo- 


tions are. employ'd in addreſſiag Heaven 


for its Help—and they are then to be re- 
ſtor d. And one of our News Writers 
ſays, they have petition'd the QUEEN in 
this Caſe, and have receiv'd a favourable 
Anſwer, Ge. . * 
But now that the Reſurrection they pro- 
miſe themſelves may be effeQually prevent 
ed, | have an humble Propoſal to make to all 
the Friends of Reformation in this Ton; 
and this is the End of my moving it at this 
Time —— 'The Players have ſome: De- 
pendance upon this Work, however wicked, 
it is their, as they call it, las ful Bmploy- 


ment, they depend upon it, and they have, 


at leaſt ſome of them, Families to maintain- 
Again, There are Proprietors or Patentees, 
or what they pleaſe to call them, Land- 
tords and Owners, who have bought Pro- 
perties, Shares, Cr. in Parts of theſe 
Things; theſe People plead the Ruin and 


Deſtruction of their Families, aud with be 


ever 


. = 


ever telzing the Government to reſtore 
them; and the very Sound of the Word 


Property has ſo much Weight in it with me, 


and is in it (elf ſo Sacred, that be the 
Foundation never ſo rotten, I am for pre- 
ſerving the Subſtance; and therefore to 
ſtop the Mouths of theſe People, clenching 
down the Order againſt them, and pre- 
venting the Reſurtection of Vice, I am for 
making a general Collection of Charity, to 
raiſe a Sum of Money ſufficient to make all 
the Players eaſe, and obtaining theic 
. Conſent: to ſuppreſs finally the very Name 
of an Ad or or a Stage, in this Nation. 


' 1; Itis tobe enquir'd here, how I would 
buy them off; and what Þ would give 
them > ISL TOE 

2; How I would: ſecure the Nation from 
the Return? Ciba) 
3. How much Money would do it, and 
o to be rais'd ? „ 
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Now Gentlemen, that I may diſpatch 
the Caſe at once, and. have Time to come 
back to the Affairs of Srorland; and the 
King of Sweden, I ſhall ſpeak very ſhort, 
and direct to theſe Three, - - 
1. How I would get the Playersoff from 
their Employ, my Anſwer is, I would 
raife-a Sum of Money to give every Actor 
io proportion te his or her uſual Earnings 
or Gains, fo as to buy . 
purchaſe. "This is an Equivalent, for with 
this Money laid out in Annuities or other 


Purchaſe, they may ſecure the Maintenance 


they receiv'd; to be conſtant to their Fa- 
milies——and they could have no Colour or 
Pretence to complain of hard Uſage, ha- 
ving a juft Equivalengfin Money for what 
they had quitted., "0 

2. As to the Queftion, how I will ſecure 
againſt the Return'of the Players, I anſwer 
1. Of the Players to whom this Money 
ſhall be given, I think, tis but Reaſon to 
demand ſome Security, that they will ne- 
ver act again in the Queen's Dominions; 
this to be by Bond, Oach, and others 
bound with them, or others iſe, as may be. 
convenient. 2. That the ſame Fund ſhould 
purcbaſe.the preſent Theatres, and demo- 
liſh, them, that js, 4s Ibeatres, and have 


it off at 20 Years 


the Patents or Licenſes for ARing made 
over to them, in order to prevent others 
be ing obtaia'd. And laftly, That an bum- 
ble Addreſs be made to her Majeſty, that 
in Conſideration of this Contra, and to 
encourage- the Reformation, no other Pa- 
tent, Licenſe, or Authority may be ob- 
tain'd, but that her Majetty will be pleas'd 
to ſuppreſs them by Proclamation, and de- 
clare, that / uo other Patent or Liceoſe ſhall 
be granted for their Return. 

3+ Laftly, 1come to the Money; and as 
the Som wil be large and extravagant, 
yet, Firſt, I am for dealing honourably 
with.the Gentlemen, the Players ; they are. 


many of them Men of Wit, and of Breed- 


ing, and muſt live ſomething, genteely; I 
_ would give Every, one of them wherewith 
to buy for. themſelves and Families, as 
much angual Rent, as they made annual 
Gain of their Afing ia the beft Time of 
thoſe Playing*, they 1bey could never complains ; 


ang 1doubt not, many of them would be 


very glad of it. 
As to railing. the Money, which is the 


lat Thing ; 1 Would raiſe the Money by a 
voluntary Contribution to ſuppreſs. Vite and 
Immoralities in the Nation zeand if a hun- 
dred Fhouſand Pound were to be wanted, and 
much leſs will not do it, yet I am perſwaded 
ic would be obtain'd. And becauſe I will 


make no Offers to others, which are not 


likely to be done, aud which I will not en- 
deayour to put forward, I do offer, that 
whenever ſo good a Work ſhall be ſet on 
Foot by honeſt and well directed Hands 
I will undertake to bring in Subſcriptions . 
among my own Acquaintance, and by my 
little Intereft, for at leaſt: one Thouſand 
Pounds of the Money. | 

And let no Maa cavil at going this Way 
to do a Work, which ought to be done 
freely by the Government — By ſuch Delays 
the Thing is negleRed, and is not done; 1 
am for buying Vice out of the Nation it 1 
could, ſince I cannot get it puli'd down - 
any other way We have bought our 
Liberties, why not our Reformation? Our 
Anceſtors ia the Barons Wars bought 
their Liberties with their Blood,' the late 
long Parliament bought the Habeas Corpus 


Bill, and no Body grudges the Maney. 


? 


